
THE Soul of AmericA: LESSON ONE

Directions: Read this passage from a Jon Meacham speech in the documentary, 

and answer the writing prompt:

HANDOUT FOUR:
Reflective Writing

“Nativism, xenophobia, racism, sexism, isolationism are perennial American forces. They 
ebb and they flow. . . . The soul of the country is in fact this essence, which is not all 
good or all bad. You have your better angels fighting against your worst impulses. 
And that has a religious component, certainly. It’s also, though, a matter of historical 
observation. Our history is shaped by the extent to which those better angels or those 
worst instincts win out in a given period of time.”

In a one-page typed paper, respond to Meacham’s claim, “Our history is shaped 

by the extent to which those better angels or those worst instincts win out in a 

given period of time.” Do you agree or disagree? Support or refute his claim with 

clear evidence.


